
 

 

Celebrating the bicentenary of the opening of the  

Lit & Phil’s home on Westgate Road. 

Mrs Affleck’s Affliction  

 

 

 

Tel: 0191 232 0192 

Email:library@litandphil.org.uk 

www.litandphil.org.uk 

All events are payable in advance  

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Bluesky 

 

Who was Mrs Affleck? 
Mrs Affleck was a real person who worked for the Lit & Phil 

for more than 20 years. We know little about her apart from 

what she was paid and her main duties: she cleaned, including 

the Lit & Phil’s collection of scientific apparatus, washed 

towels and even sometimes carried coal.  We know that she 

left the employment of the Society shortly after the building 

opened in 1825. 

What were her thoughts on leaving? Did she in fact ever 

leave? They say many ghosts inhabit our precious library. 

Perhaps she is still with us and has observed life in the 

building for 200 years. 

She must have seen so much in her time, the great and good, 

the dull and the amusing. She would have witnessed 

experiments, magnificent as well as misguided; heard papers 

being read, fascinating and tedious. There must have been 

much more to her than we know from our scant records. 

BE INSPIRED BY MRS AFFLECK AND LET HER FUEL YOUR IMAGINATION!  

If you wish to access some of the Lit & Phil’s archival records, 

please contact library@litandphil.org.uk to make an 

appointment. 

The winning entrant will receive a fee of £1,000.  

Opening date for submissions is Tuesday 1 April 2025 

Submissions should be received either by post or email no later 

than Monday 12th May.  

They should be sent to mrsaffleck@litandphil.org.uk with MRS 

AFFLECK’S AFFLICTION in the subject line. 

Please confirm that you are based in the North East. 

Scripts should be typed in point 12 with 1.5 line spacing.  

Email submissions should be in PDF format. Please attach 

your cover sheet as a separate PDF. 

Entries will be judged by the following panel: 

Zoe Lambert, actor 

Dave Whetstone, freelance journalist 

Kay Easson, Lit & Phil Librarian 
 

 

a call out for submissions 

We are seeking North East 

based writers to bring Mrs 

Affleck’s story to life in a 

monologue, no longer than 

1500-2000 words. The 

winning entry will be 

performed by a professional 

actor. 

Mrs Affleck’s Affliction (just 

what is her affliction?) will be 

showcased at the  

Lit & Phil building’s 200th 

birthday celebration on Friday 

18th July. It will also be 

filmed and made available 

online. 
 

The winner will be notified by 

Friday 30th May 2025. They will 

be expected to contribute to the 

development of the monologue 

for live performance, alongside 

stage director (Cinzia Hardy) and 

actor (tbc). 

The Lit & Phil will have non-

exclusive use of the winning entry 

and all rights will remain with the 

author.  

Please complete the cover sheet 

provided and submit it with your 

entry. This will be separated from 

your script on submission.  

Your name should not appear on 

your script in order to ensure 

blind selection by the 

adjudicating panel.  
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